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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
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of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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2. D The allowed claim(s) is/are 38-85 . 
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4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)DSome* c)DNone of the: 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Response to Amendment 

The amendment filed on 02/06/04 is sufficient to overcome the overcome prior 
art reference. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 38, 
40, 41 , 42, 43, 80 and 81 are allowable because the prior art of record fails to disclose 
or suggest or teach the recited translating mechanism disposed in the freezer 
compartment configured to align the interchange mechanism with at least one of the 
carousel and at least a second carousel located in the freezer compartment (See clqim 
38); isolating the container from the interchange means as a container is deposited from 
the exterior and isolating the container from the exterior as a container is exchanged 
between the chamber means and the interchange means; and translating means 
disposed in the freezer means configured to align the interchange means with at least 
one of the storage means and at least a second storage means located in the freezer 
means (See claim 40, 41 ); storing the container or any other container located in the 
first carousel and translating the container to at least one other carousel for storage also 
located in the freezer compartment (See claim 42; presenting the container for pickup 
while the chamber is isolated from the freezer compartment; providing a second 
carousel in the freezer compartment; retrieving a second stored container from the 
second carousel with the interchange mechanism (See claim 43): depositing a container 
into a climate-controlled chamber; storing the container or any other container located in 
the first storage device and/or translating the container to at least one other storage 
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device for storage also located in the freezer compartment (See claim 80): providing a 
second storage device in the freezer compartment; retrieving a second storage 
container from the second storage device with the interchange mechanism with the 
second container therein (See claim 81 ). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohammad Ali whose telephone number is 703-308- 
5032. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
• supervisor, Esquivel Denise can be reached on 703-308-2597. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Mohammad M. Ali 
April 11, 2005 
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